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LNT? RODD Crier 


In October/November 1975 Dr. Waldo L. Villalpando of 
Argentina paid a week's visit to Madrid and Barcelona 
in Spain. He did so on a suggestion made by the WCC 
General Secretary to CCIA. His mandate was to make an 
assessment of the situation of the country especially 
from an ecumenical angle and concern. The trip was 
naturally also coordinated with the authorities of the 
Evangelical Churches in Spain. The written report 
submitted by the visitor was highly appreciated by our 
Christian brethren in Spain. Even though since the time 
of that visit a few momentous things have happened in 
Spain it was nevertheless felt that the report should 
receive wider circulation. The appraisals it contains 
still generally remain valid and many of the processes 
indicated are presently evolving pretty much along the 
lines of the analyses made by the rapporteur about four 
months ago. Our friends in Spain especially admired 
the rapporteur's perceptiveness as this was his first 
trip to Spain for any similar analytical purpose. They 
therefore felt that its freshness also had a high value. 


There is another factor which we deem to be of great 
importance: in today's Europe its Southern and Mediter- 
ranean bond is making ehistorical comeback. It needs to 
be observed as well as understood. The latter implies 
the ineluctable need to directly listen to its people. 


Dr. Waldo L. Villalpandc is a distinguished lawyer and 
Professor of Law and Folitical Science in Argentina, and 
is also Director of the Centre for Christian Studies, 
River Plate. Closely associated with the ecumenical 
movement, Dr. Villalpando is the author of several books 
and papers. 


April 1976 


_ GENERAL REMARKS 


I visited Spain on special mandate of the World Council 
of Churches. According to verbal instructions received 
in Geneva, the purposes of my visit were: a) to 
apouecracer in locosGhe situation=of the country; 

b) to interview leaders of WCC member churches; c) to 
report about my conclusions on the situation and about 
a possible action by the WCC. I was therefore in 
Barcelona and Madrid from October 30 to November 6, 
1975 and my activities and meetings will be reflected 
i Gi. Ss BCenort. 


I was always very well received. The distinguished 
representation stor which J) was acting did not. hinder 
me from a frank dialogue and the prestige and respect 
that the WCC enjoys inside and outside the Church was 
largely proved. 


I think it was a particularly happy decision to send 
someone who was familiar with the language, which made 
possible long and profitable conversations. It hap- 
pened almost always that a visit or interview seen 

at first as "protocol" developed into a long dialogue 
lasting hours. In this respect I was helped by the 
respect the WCC enjoys here, the complex Spanish 
structures and the healthy tendency to be extrovert, 
which seems to be a characteristic of the Spaniards. 


i. SLTUATION OF THE COUNTRY 


A foreigner's first impression when arriving in Spain is 

that "ncthing happens" there. Towns look peaceful, people 
walk around busily, ‘the Stetrrepaercaneeatbi om ccne nes (co 
show systematically what remains of traditions and Spanish 
history, and the daily press (in spite’ of Franco's illness 
and the conspicuous changes in institutions) does not convey 
a particular feeling cf alarm, and even allows some disguised 
criticisn to the régime to appear. Indeed, everything 
contributes to the superficial impression of a regular, busy 
and peaceful life. 


This impression begins to change once one approaches or tries 
to discuss in depth any delicate political issue. Then the 
hesitation arises, but once people cain confidence, a dif- 
ferent, new dialogue reveals the contradictions concealed 

in the Spanish society and the tremendous climate of repres- 
Sion which Spain has been enduring for years. 


You can say that as far as political matters are ccncerned 
Spain was "domesticated". Everybody is used to hide his 

real thoughts and criticisms. People are afraid to talk 

and suspicious cf any interlocutor. If this barrier does 

not disappear the conversation fades away rapidly, but if 

one is akle to gain his confidence, the Spaniard will engage 
himself~in” Long, "critical, bitter “and” also quite “hectic 
speeches. Through these, I could perceive the sorrow, the 
resignation,helplessness and frustration of a muzzled country 
ceprived cf the right to think and express its thoughts, 
afraid to face the consequences. Unfortunately everybody 

or his next to kin has personal memories of the violence of 
the regime. Those who have spent time in jail and suffered 

a lot, prefer not to remember those tragic moments and resign 
themselves today to minor complaints and secondary protests. 


At the moment, the average person is hopefully waiting for 
Franco's death hiding his joy with difficulty. Many believe 
almcst naively that everything will change for the better 
within soon. Unfortunately, in my opinion, this is more a 
hope than a rational probability. The coming days are not 
going to be easy for Spain. 


Speaking of institutions, everything seems to be well organized. 
Franco’s life may go cn for a little time; but the Caudilie a] 
condemned; the circles of power reached a precaricus agreement 
allowing the accession of Juan Carlos and re-establishing a 
monarchy apparently similar to the democratic monarchies still 
existing in Europe. The Prince's sudden visit to the Sahara 


allowed for an underlining of a certain authority linked to 
secondary aspects of a "gocd image" (youth, self determination, 
health, etc.). The change generates high expectations of 
peace and development. However, some problems still remain 
that will soon become major difficulties unless fundamental 
changes occur. 


aj Overture: + () aperturdl ys Vs Pieo- we Lata Si 


One dimension of the political question is centered in 
ever increasing tendencies of the groups hoping for a 
lessening cf repressive measures anc for a progress 
towards democracy through dialogue; less restrictions 
to the liberty of the press and individual liberties; 
even the formation of political parties. In general 
terms, one can say that this is the tendency of the 
majority, and it tends to align with the style of West 
European social democracies. 


But at the sare time the most backward tendencies have 

also appeared and in an exacerbated form. Old personalities 
of another time have reappeared against the bogey of 
"communism". The confusion in Portugal and the image of 
disorder it gives, serves as a conjunctmal support to the 
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In any case this is one of the most immediate settings of 
struggle. The neo-falangism will probably accept a few 
neasures aimed at easing the social pressures, but once 
these go beyond a narrow limit and the democratic-left, 
Pieterucional or not, claim’ for more political ground 

for manouvering, the right will become tougher and the 
spearhead of the most reactionary forces. For this im- 
mediate fight for power, bcth groups are looking for sup- 
porters and reorganizing their forces for what may turn 
CuL tO be-ra very “long battle. 


The impressions gathered indicate that the shock will not 
be immediate or drastic, but it will sooner or later 
deteriorate all levels of the political power. In other 
words, a "heart attack" is not expected, rather a long 
and painful disease. 


DyeP robes OLthe overture’. 


The majority of my interlocutors agreed that the "overture" 
positions were right and good. I suppose that if an 
election would take place now, this tendency would win, 

but this dces not exclude a certain number of dangers. In 
the first place, the presence of a common enemy (franquismo 
and other reactionary groups) has only relatively united the 
Supporters of the "overture", coverina up, for the time 


being, internal ideological differences. Thus different 
tendencies have converged, such as the Social Democrats, 
the Christian Democrats, former franquists who have become 
very critical, a good dealvoruthe tert, including Joie 
Communist Party, and part of the population which in spite 
of being politically neutral, has instinctive confidence 
in the virtues of dialogue, in elections and in the 
creation of political cadres. However, much remains to be 
seen in regard to so heterogeneous amass, and if ever it 
wculd become government, internal divisions are almost 
certain to provoke its rapid erosion. 


Secondly, many consider that the time for "overture" is 
over. Those who judge the situation with more perspica- 
city maintain that this outlook is obsolete. The left 
has moved a great step forward, the unions are highly 
politicized, separatist groups have gone beyond the point 
of no-return, and the hates the long repression originated 
are so deeply rooted that the "overture" solution is not 
enough to satisfy their expectations. According to the 
same observers this solution should have been tried ten 
or twelve years ago. Today, the political aspirations of 
the more radical groups go far beyond a mere agreement 
between the main political forces. "Overture"'s enemy is 
therefore;..not only. on, its) right but ialso. onmits sleit. 
Ccnsidering its little internal cohesion it is possible 
that it will not resist the shock of the crossed fire. 


Finally, the mind of political dialogue the "overture" 
Supporters are seeking requires calm interlocutors but in 
Spain almost no one has political experience since the 
people have been living for many years in silence and 
domesticated. Neither the population nor the leaders are 
prepared for the peaceful dialogue the "overture" supporters 
require. This was obvious for me as an outsider. Almost 
everyone I talked to, and some were very intelligent 
people, expressed ideas in a very confused way and could 
not clearly distinguish main conflicts from secondary ones. 
Of course, Twdon.t blame them, 1 t 15 Gilat inci iin 
that Spain has yet to gain sound political experience 
before achieving a democratic society....And: the, first 
Victim of this, tatilure is “overcure. 


REGIONALISM 


For an outsider this is one of the most interesting phenomena 
in today's Spain. Contrary to what is commonly accepted, 

Spain as tar from being, monolithic... The old cultural tradi- 
tions and the dialects and languages of the main regions 

are kept alive, sometimes extolled by the repression coming 
from above. In a meeting in Barcelona, I innocently said 

that as a Latin American I was somehow in debt to the 
"motherland" (an expression used in Latin America for Spain 

and meant to be flattering). I of course also meant this 

to be a compliment, but it certainly hurt my interlocutors' 
feelings. For them, America was colonized by Castilla not by 
Catalonia; more so the Catalonians were hindered for centuries 
from reaching America and the Spanish language was yet another 
imposition with whose expansion they did not identify. 
Fortunately I was able to change their mood with a joke, but 
what happened that day revealed to me the regional sensitiveness 
and the menace it represents for unity. 


One of those present in this meeting said that regionalism was 
perhaps the most acceptable form of resistance to the repressive 


central power. I think this is quite true. Since other social 
or ideological expressions were banned there was a kind of 
retreat towards the defense of regional cultural values. It 


is a paradox that the régime itself raised the standard of 
nationalism adopting one regionalism only. 


It is however important to examine the different forms of 
regionalism. The Basques are the most determined and have a 
complete separatist political plan. The Catalonians are 
more interested in safeguarding their cultural and ethnic 
characteristics, their mother tongue, and colour this with 
autonomist thesis. In Extremadura and Andalucia the focus 
is on social conflicts due to the marginality and poverty 

of these provinces. There are in fact different kind of 
conflicts enlightened in different ways according to social 
and conjunctural circumstances. In anyway, one observes an 
evident outburst of regionalism. The Basque case is certainly 
the most serious and the one generating more violence. 


The régime's repression against the Basque forms of expression 
is now reverting against the regime itself with unusual 
strength. Firmly determined by their culture and their 
political project pursuing separatism, the Basques form the 
most coherent opposition to the regime and enjoy a certain 
degree of sympathy. The average man (and I was told that 

even the police? views with more sympathy the ETA (Basque 
guerilla) than the FRAP (leftist guerilla). 


The regional forms of expression are also deeply rooted in 
Catalonia but they are less aggressive. This is usually 
considered to be due to the peaceful and pragmatic character 
of the Catalonians, which is much more flexible, but no 

doubt it is also caused by the prosperous economic situation 
of that province, its high cultural level and social stability. 


On the other hand I was assured that the conditions in the 
provinces of Extremadura and Andalucia which suffer from 

a serious economic crisis conceal an enormous degree of 
violence. This expresses itself in the form of extremist 
social and political claims as soon as a minimum organization 
and possibility of action are achieved. 


It is difficult to foresee how these manifestations of regio- 
nalism will develop in the future. It is certain that Franco's 
government tried to hide and postpone this problem but it will 
be very difficult to maintain things as they are. José 

Antonio (Primo de Rivera)'’s thesis of a “common destiny in 
universality" is too abstract and inadequate to hold back 

the centrifugal tendencies of the regions and their demands. 


REPRESSION 


Spain has been living for 40 years under a system of oppression 
and tyranny. Fire and blood were the means the regime 
employed to seize power and to consolidate it. Since then 
all dissension or suspicion of it was severely punished. 
Prison, tortures, confinement and all kinds of repressive 
measures were used to take the people, transforming Spain into 
a fearful country of submissive people, resigned to their 
fate. The same happened to the people's capacity of self- 
criticism and its political education, which were completely 
lost or annihilated. Their judgements are naive or super- 
ficial and they are aware of it. We cannot judge ourselves, 
said one of my interlocutors, and unfortunately this happens 
to be quite true. 


It is necessary to bear this in mind when we look into the 
future. You cannot expect a fundamental change, freely 
accepted, since’ the people 6f*Spain ts; froma -eurturalepoeiuc 
of view, incapable of absorbing it. At this moment, 

some benefits though superficial ones, will satisfy the 
majority. One middle-agegsocialist (who spent five years 

in prison) told me that "the repression was so heartless and 
damaging that today all that we want is to get rid of it; 
and this is our tragedy", and indeed, any political project 
going beyond an ambiguous idea of "overture" is more or less 
fantastic for the Spaniards. This is the way they were 
reshaped by the existing social order, the hierarchy and 

the educational system manipulated from above. 


Therefore, what Spain needs more than anything is a long 
process of criticism, a new experiment in communitarian 

life, and to manifest itself in a process of liberating 

and participatory educational system. 


Pe Lie Oe Wee ON ube li OM URC 


The number of Protestants is insignificant, slightly more 
than 1% of the population. It is presumed that the majority 
is Catholic but it is not certain as the percentage of the 
church goers does not exceed 15% of the total population. 


The Protestant churches are small but enjoy a high degree 

of faithfulness and participation. Even those more secu- 
larized and politically engaged participate in services 

and other more or less secondary social activities, the 
community life is highly developed, and the pastors although 
sometimes paternalistic, are well loved because of their 
simplicity and endurance which makes them equal to the 

rest of the congregation. 


There are several denominations of which two are members 
of the WCC, the Spanish Evangelical Church and the 
Episcopal. Generally speaking the other churches are 
clearly anti-ecumenical or affiliated to'mother churches' 
which hinder them from jointly operating with their 
evangelical sisters (Baptists of the South). 


I think I am not wrong when saying that the two churches 
which are members of the WCC are the most independent and 
autonomous, tInaybe also the weakest from an economic point 

of view. The Spanish Evangelical Church has the reputation 
(I believe deserved) of being the most progressive protestant 
church in Spain. Even in its most traditional reunions, the 
social and political responsibilities of the Christians are 
frequently mentioned. The congregations have not ceased 

to grow and the members show great devotion and interest. 


In Barcelona I had the opportunity to verify the inter- 
relation between the Church and the regionalist movement 
which made the ccngregation acquire an encrmous political 
awareness. 


In any case, Protestantism is in a way twice marginalized 
in Spain. Protestants belong to the lower social classes 
(workers and low middle-class), which means: a) that 

Protestantism integrates socially marginalized sectors of 


the population, but alsc, b) that it once had the reputation 
of being Republican and Sccialist. Many pastors and laymen 
were arrested and killed cnly because they were Protestants. 
To this can be eddec the attitude cf part of the Catholic 
Church which used to attack Protestantism in the most 
okscurantist wey, producing arguments that were used 
duringsInguisition. times, 


The position of the Protestant churches in regard to the 
expected change cf gcvernment reflects the above consi- 


derations. One clergyman saicd to me that his Church faces 
the future "with expectation, not with pessimism but with 
some reserve". "Overture" tendercies would benefit the 


Protestant but they have still present with them their past 
experience cf persecution. Nobody is absclutely sure thet 
the shift will be a pacific one and they see with fear 

the reorganization of the right. 


The Church krows that it must be careful and in that sense 
it will not commit itself with any future power. This at 
least they have leerned from their past. years of sufferinc. 
But at the same time the Church kncws that any future 
changes must find them united, intimately linked with 
their communities and pastors and with solidarity. 


I see in this cecision a proof of the unity of the Church. 
Pastors are not mere "officiating clergymen" but rather the 
guides of the congregation in the largest sense; they know 
that they are needed and are conscious cf their responsi- 
bilities. Many pastors may seem paternalistic to the 
acedemic cbserver, or perhaps too simple when judging social 
events, but this is superficial and incomplete criticism. 
We must not forget that the great majority of the pastors 
have accomplished acts of great social courage when they 
chose their ministry and their simple, ccmmunitarian life 
is an example for the faithful. I don't want to make use 
of plain rhetcric but I believe thet many churches of the 
world, apparently more developed and strong, have much to 
learn from these Spanish churches small but firm in_their 
fain, 


Based cn these ccnclusions, let us now analyze some particular 
aspects of the life of the churches: 


a) Relationship with the State 
As mentioned before, Protestantism had {and perhaps 


still has) the reputation of being Republican and 
Socialist. After Franco seized power a real campaign 


was launchec against the Protestéent churches during 
which they suffered all kinds cf persecutions and were 
strictly controlled. All public activities were 
forbidcen and méeny members were arrestec and killed. 


Nevertheless, according to my interlocutors the political 
positions of the Protestant Church were indeed magnified. 
Although it showeec sympathy for the Repuklic and hac 

many memkers who were free-masons, in general terms 

its commitment was probably not an éebsolute one but more 
a product of childish attitudes. 


No Coubt the Prctestants suffered in their own flesh the 
political persecution, and during private talks church 
merbers recall with a little pride the persecution of 
earlier times, indeed these "nostalgic recollections" 
almost never failed in the community meetinas I attendec. 


In 1967 the official attitude changed, and a law was 
issued regarding non-catholic confessions and established 
a limited religious freedom simultaneously. This law was 
a conjunctural event in regards to the relationship of 
the Protestant Church with the State. 


It seers that the regime wante. the IEE and some other of 
the clder churches to accept the new system so as to 
prove its liberal attitude in the internéetional scene, 
but the IEE rejected that law and refused to enroll in 
the special register created for that purpose. 


This was an extremely important decision in the life of 
the church. The government createc an apparently tolerant 
system which actually implied strict ccntrol of the 
State over the religious activity, and which would be 
rewarded Ly official reccgnition and the possibility to 
buy real estate in its own name. We should realize how 
important the acceptance of that law was for many 
congregations, whick signified for them to be able to 
register their possessions and legal associations without 
using men of straw and which would also make smooth the 
way to other social activities. 


Nevertheless, the Spanish Evangelical Church rejected the 
regime's offer and did not enroll. The reasons were 
specifically of a political nature and the Church leaders 
are proud torpoint. out; that, in.the;: future. their: Church 
will nct be accused of allegiance to the regime. 

According to Rev. Vidal this decision was taken on the 
following grounds: 1) rejection of an unjust legislation 
which rules over the life of a minority without giving the 


other minorities - religious or not - the same treatment. 
The Church does not want this privilege; 2) the law 
treats the Church as a commercial or civil entity, the 
only Church officially recognized as such being still 
the Catholic Church. The octhers are mere confessional 
associations. But the Prctestant Church denies the 
State the right to decide which are Churches and which 
are not; 3) Refusal of an act which is rather an 
opportunist political manoeuvre than an act of religious 
tolerance; 4) rejection of the invading control of the 
State (over administrative, accountancy and statutory 
matters, as you have tc even declare the name of all 
members and apply for pastoral licences from the civil 
authorities); 5) discriminatory and absurd interventions 
as for example there is a clause which hinders ex-Roman 
catholic priests in performing evangelical pastoral 
work; 6) actually this law does not add anything 
important tothe; formal= freedom clpreligien®expressed 

in, the Constitution: 


In this respect, the IEE is as firm today as it was 
before. One or other individual congregations eventual- 
ly had to accept, to enrol. invorder los bemoblLes co 

ensure the church house or pursue educational activities 
(this was what one of the congregations of IEE in Madrid 
had to do otherwise they would have their students 
expelled from the "Juan Valdés" college). In any case, 
IEE is today the only protestants churches that dragnor 
accept the law on non-catholic confessions. 


On the cther hand, no protestant church (even those 
registered according to the law) has any benefits. They 
pay taxes, sometimes very high ones, 

and from time to time they still suffer from discri- 
Mination. The few existing colleges are not subsidized 
and while it is conceded that a protestant dces not have 
to attend catholic religious education (at primary and 
secondary school and at the University), the fact that 
they are excluded from this is in itself discriminatory 
and contributes to their isolation. 


Summarizing what I have said, the Protestant Church is 
a tolerated minority. It was finally accepted because 
it is known that it is not dangerous, nevertheless” it 
has’ endured’ anoystill endures s7intitsiselation, 
abuses of power from a rude and sectarian regime. 


Fcr the moment the governement wishes to maintain a 
strict control over all communities and will certainly 
continue to watch closely any progress made - either 
ideological or quantitative - which might endanger the 
religion and political statu quo. 


b) Ecumenism 


It is one of the mest delicate and characteristic aspects 
of the Spanish Protestant Church situation. Framework 
which are typical of other parts of the world do not 
apply here. An ex-pastor who was once working on 

behalf of ecumenism confessed that in his opinion 
"ecumenism in Spain is exhausted". Perhaps this is 

too drastic a conclusion but it reflects the distress 
caused by problems which seem to have no solution. 


Among the Protestant Churches themselves there is little 
ecumenical activity. There is a Ccmmission in Madrid 
but it is quite ineffective. Generally speaking 

Spanish Protestantism can be divided in two groups: 
those. we. could cail the old.churches, rooted. in,the 
population and working with autonomy; and the new 
churches - mainly fundamentalist - much more sectarian 
and anti-ecumenical which operate with substantial 
foreign aid, particularly from the United States of 
America. The IEE belongs to the first group and its 
leaders cannot conceal their discontentment towards 
the "made in USA" protestant groups that receive 

massive aid and indulge in proselytism among members 

of longer established protestant churches. This semi- 
spectacular drive to create a church, injecting dollars 
on it, promoting social services and getting its members 
from among their protestant brothers, was bitterly 
resented by the other churches that do a more personal 
and exhaustive work and of course, less subsidized. 

The rivalries thus crated are difficult to remove. 


Frequently, the churches affiliated to the WCC are unduly 
criticized;.on the other hand, the WCC.is. accused, ina 
valid way, of having extra-religious, political comitments 
which damage its Christian testimony and for which the 

IEE and Episcopal Church had to answer in Spain. Ina 
certain way, you can see here the classical conflict 
between the fundamentalist churches on one side and the 
Lutheran and Reformed Churches on the cther, which here 
uses a polite tone due to the particular political 
attention they get from the country. 


Also in regards to the Catholic Church the situation is 
not simple. It is well known that the Catholic Church 
- at least as an institution - was the ally of the 
regime and presented the Caudillo as the man who res- 
tored the true religion. This alliance, which the 
progressive Catholics now repudiate, was once too 
evident to be easily forgotten now. 


Let us not talk of some very low flatteries, of those 
praising the Caudillo as semi-divine, let us just 
recall that the Catholic Church is the only religion 
admitted as such in Spain, that the remaining religious 
communities have the right to operate only as civil 
associations (under severe control), their religious 
objectives are not recognized, that the State subsidizes 
all para-ecclesiastic activities of the Roman Church 
(education, social services, etc.) with the money 
perceived from the entire population, that Catholic 
education was compulsory at all levels of study until 

a few years ago, and that no one is exempted from it 
only through a procedure of exception. That protestants 
were persecuted in the name of the "true faith", that 
even now some Catholic priests talk of protestants as 
being more or less the representative of the devil on 
earth, that’ the’ official policy 1S"stiell ones. 
religious discrimination even if some of the most 
damaging effects have been eliminated. This is very 
difficult for the protestants to forget in spite of a 
certain good will. 


It is also difficult for the catholics to erase 
prejudices that were transmitted to them for decades. 


To practice ecumenism means to reconstruct a very 
deteriorated dialogue and in some cases the Protestants 
are the most reluctant to start it. Father Garcia 
Hernando told me that it was easy to get a Catholic 
congregation to attend a service where a Protestant 
pastor would preach, but it was difficult to obtain 
the contrary. There is a grievous anti-catholicism 
among protestant communities, I could even find this 
mistrust at the highest levels of the IEE, which is 
certainly the Protestant Church most sensitive to 
ecumenism. 


While historically one tends to consider that the Roman 
Catholic Church has many guilts to overcome, Protestan- 
tism has to reach the understanding that the institu- 
tional church not always is identical to the Church of 
God and that not all Roman Catholicism is responsible 
for the past and future sufferings and "mortificationes" 
of the protestants. 


No doubt there are priests and pastors who are open- 
minded and flexible but for the moment this happens at 
the leading levels and an intercongregation dialogue is 
far from being achieved. 


In this fragile context, patience and comprehension 
operate in favour of ecumenism. May I point out the 
work of the "Secretaria Nacional de Ecumenismo" 
(Father Garcia Hernando). 


c) Education and other social activities 


Unde eDUs Monolith GeLitie tl will treat the organization 
of some social activities of the Protestant church in 
particular education. 


Again some conclusions about public and private education 
typical of other countries don't apply to Spain. Their 
minority character forced the Protestants to found their 
own schools, also because public education in Spain is of 
a Catholic confessional type. Religious matters are 
studied even at the technical universities and if the 
Protestants want to be exempt from these courses they 
have to apply for a procedure of exemption. 


Therefore the IEE maintains several social services and 
founded two schools (one in Barcelona and one in Madrid) 
to meet the needs of its churches. These schools do not 
want to be for an "elite" and rather operate in 

suburban areas where the working classes live. 


d) Economic conditions 


I indicate two or three aspects that I feel relevant: 
The Protestant Church operates usually among the lower 
middle-class and working-class. Persecution and the 
fact that Catholicism is part of the essence of 

the Spanish high-classes makes of the Protestantism a 
modest community. 


I have already mentioned the resentment against the 

new churches coming from the USA, in particular the 
fundamentalists, which receive massive aid from outside 
and operate free of any political implication. For 
instance, they never objected to submit to the "non- 
catholic confessions" law, which the IEE had to refuse 
for many political and historical reasons. 


In turn the other protestant churches have limited funds, 
operate in poor congregations and are happy when they 
have money to support their pastors. The majority of 

the pastors of IEE have parallel jobs so, actually they 
are part-time pastors. Rev. Vidal, for instance, who is 
President of IEE and certainly the most qualified 
protestant theologian in Spain, works half-day teaching 
English. The same happens to the others. 


This is the reason why the communities care so much 
about their property. They refer to this as "temple- 
centrism", a kind of fierce defense of their place of 
worship. This explains also why the majority of the 
protestant churches accepted the law on non-catholic 
confessions which at least assured them a minimum of 
economic stability. Having highlighted these realities, 
IEE's decision to reject the system seems even more 
important. 


e) Isolation 


Practically  Cn“all the’ o0cGaStone ta Nad Orica ee eel 
public to congregations or pastors, I was discreetely 
asked to emphasize my being a WCC Commissioner 
extolling the identification of the Council with 
Spanish protestantism, in particular the IEE. 


They also referred that many times the churches feel 

a little neglected by the outside world. One must add 

to this the usual control over the media that accentuates 
a self-image of loneliness. At the Ecumenical Secretariat 
it was pointed out that they lacked correspondence with 
the Council. I have also received some complaints about 


eeu Lt 


lack of news from the Council, including communications 
about activities planned for Spain. 


Maybe there are some undeserved complaints, but I 
Suggest that the WCC revises its means of communication 
with the Spanish Churches and readjusts its corres- 
pondence and contacts with the leaders of the Spanish 
Churches, so as to avoid actions affecting their 
dubia r Eby MCrmaAtstueaon ze tney did noteexist, ror 

the Spanish Evangelical Church and the Episcopal 

Church it is very important to know that they have the 
effective support of the WCC. 


SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR ORIENTATION, PROJECTS, CONTACTS 


I take the liberty to suggest the following fields for study 
and action by the WCC in Spain. These are experimental 
considerations as my visit was a short and therefore super- 
Prclal one: 


a) 


b) 


c) 


e) 


f) 


g) 


to implement the participation of the community in 
the decisions of the Church and of the society in 
general; 


promote studies and activities applying adequate 
techniques of "anti-oppressive" pedagogy; 


support to the ecumenical activity, having in mind 
the particularities explained under II, b); 


new understanding of the ecclesiology, especially as 
preparation for the ecumenical dialogue; 


apply techniques of dialogue and comprehension of the 
social responsibilities of the community; 


to act always with caution having in mind the risks 
inherent to the political’ situation in Spain, which 
might develop into a new wave of anti-protestantism,; 


to revise and readjust WCC's means of communication 
with Spain. 
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